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1, It is believed Ly some Albanians that the recent purge in the Politburo 25X1X
of the Comrumnist Party of Albania* tended to strengthen the position of
Ceneral Hoxha in the ilbanian Govermment. Other measures token to
strengthen the regimes were said to be similar local purges, as in the
Epitropes region. Further, all adninistrative posts are now ,in the hands
of Hoxha followers. On the other hand, the entire State security mechanism
58 considered to be controlled by Shehu; this division of power (Hoxha
controlling the political machine of the Communist Party, and Shehu con-
trolling the Security forceg) is thought by some to be the result of an
"agreauont” batween the two men.

2, In this comnection, source went on to report the belief smong certain Ale
banians that, while there is some antagonism between Hoxha and Shehu, the
Soviets are keeping the two men well under control, both of whom have many
strong and faithful followers. Ths followers of Xoxe, of whom many are
atill allegedly in Govermment jobs, would like to Bee either of them fall
g0 that they (Xoxe's men) may exploit the resultant situation. The Soviets,
lewerer, are said to have found a way to satisfy the egotism of both nmen,
und informants report talk in Party circles that after the election of the
new Netional Assembly Enver Hoxha would continue as Chief of State and Prime
Minister, but all the work of administration would fall upon Shehu.*®

5X1A mg I (i th recard to other dismissels 25X1X
Albe ien military) that in addition to Nexhip Vinoani, ten

other officers of the Albanian General Staff had been dismissed for
disloyelty to the regime.

SX1A —gmt_j, At the. first session of the Second Legislature of
the Psople’s Assembly of § July 1950, General Enver Hoxha was reappointed
Premiser, end Lieutenant General Mehmet Shelm appointed Minister of
Foreign Affeirs and of National Defense.
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distributed on 14 July 1950, was
to the official govermment list
sonteined in the © July issuve of Zeri i Popullit, however, lieutenant-General
Yohmet Shehu conbimuss to be the Minister of Interior, virile General Enver
Joxha rebains the titles of Premier, Minister of Forseign Affairs, and linister

2f MNotional Defense.
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